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SUBJECT: EURO/ARAB DIALOGUE: PROGRESS REPORT 
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1. SUMMARY: THE DIALOGUE IS STILL IN THE PROCEDURAL 
STAGE. EC OFFICIALS VISITED CAIRO OCTOBER 20 TO MAKE 
ORGANIZATIONAL PROPOSALS, INCLUDING THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF FIVE WORKING GROUPS UNDER THE GENERAL COMMISSION. 
THE ARABS WILL MEET NOVEMBER 12-14 TO DISCUSS THESE 
PROPOSALS, AND THE GENERAL COMMISSION IS EXPECTED 

TO MEET TOWARD THE END OF NOVEMBER. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO MEYER, DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF THE EC COMMISSION, WHO ACCOMPANIED WELLENSTEIN, 
COMMISSION DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS, 

TO CAIRO ON OCTOBER 20, PROGRESS IN MOVING 

TOWARD THE DIALOGUE WITH THE ARABS IS SLOW. HE 
REMARKED THAT THIS WAS NOT SURPRISING SINCE THERE 
ARE TWENTY COUNTRIES PLUS THE ARAB LEAGUE ON THE ONE 
SIDE AND NINE COUNTRIES PLUS THE COMMISSION ON THE 
OTHER. MEYER SAID PREPARATIONS ARE STILL IN THE 
PROCEDURAL STAGE WITH THE EUROPEAN PROPOSALS NOW ON 
THE TABLE. THE NONE PLUS THE COMMISSION WILL MEET 
THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 4, PROBABLY IN PARIS FOR A 
BRAINSTORMING SESSION ON WHERE TO GO SUBSTANTIVELY 
WITH THE DIALOGUE. THE ARABS WILL MEET NOVEMBER 12-14 
TO EXAMINE THE DETAILS OF THE EUROPEAN ORGANIZATIONAL 
PROPOSALS. THE MAIN EUROPEAN RECOMMENDA- 
TION IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKING GROUPS IN 
AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY, FINANCIAL MATTERS (NOT 
TO INCLUDE RECYCLING), EQUIPMENT, AND CULTURE 
AND TECHNOLOGY. 

3. THE FIRST MEETING OF THE GENERAL COMMISSION 
WILL PROBABLY TAKE PLACE AT THE END OF NOVEMBER IN 
PARIS. MEYER SAID IT TOO WILL UNDOUBLTEDLY RESTRICT 
ITSELF TO ORGANIZATIONAL QUESTIONS SUCH AS RULES OF 
PROCEDURE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORKING 
GROUPS. 

4. IF THE WORKING GROUPS ARE ESTABLISHED, THE 
EUROPEANS WANT TO KEEP EVERYTHING VERY SIMPLE 
AND UNSOPHISTICATED. THEY HAVE DEVELOPED A SET OF 
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NEGATIVE CRITERIA AGAINST WHICH TO EVALUATE POTEN- 
TIAL PROPOSALS. FOR EXAMPLE, THEY MUST INVOLVE NO 
EUROPEAN EXPENDITURES AND MUST BE IN AREAS WHICH 
WILL NOT DIVIDE THE ARABS. MEYER HOPES IT WILL 
BE POSSILBE FOR EACH WORKING GROUP TO DEVELOP "BY 
SPRING" THREE OR FOUR CONCRETE ACTION PROPOSALS. 

5. MEYER SAID IT WAS CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD BY THE NINE 
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THAT POLITICAL QUESTIONS WOULD BE AVOIDED, BUT HE 
WAS NOT SURE WHETHER THE ARABS WERE QUITE AS FIRM ON 
THAT POINT. GREENWALD 
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